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Here we are at the beginning of spring and I don’t know about you, but I can’t wait for those
early blooms! My garden comes to life with a glorious display of color by the end of April and
to celebrate I host an open garden day every year. By opening up my garden gate, and
welcoming the public, I’m helping show those in the world around me the beauty of the
world’s most beloved flower.  It’s also a great time to share some tips on growing roses and
what varieties grow best in my neck of the woods. How you do you celebrate Spring?

Chris VanCleave
Editor

This Month's Fragrant Rose

'Clothilde Soupert', photo by Steve Jones
‘Clothilde Soupert’

'Clothilde Soupert' is a Victorian polyantha that makes a compact shrub and is one of the most
fragrant roses I’ve ever put my nose in. The soft-pink blooms fade to white and is definitely a
charmer in my garden.
– Chris VanCleave, Editor

Do you have a favorite fragrant rose in your garden? If so, send me a note detailing why you
love it and send it to me along with a photo. It might be featured in an upcoming issue.
Submissions to: Chris@RedneckRosarian.com

 The American Rose Society is your
number one source for all things

roses!



In every issue of The Fragrant Rose you can scroll to the bottom

and find: 

American Rose Society events happening near you
great nurseries for buying roses
amazing rose gardens to visit
rose products endorsed by the American Rose
Society

Singularly Beautiful Roses
Stephen Hoy

I can’t remember when I was first asked to name my favorite color. Whenever it was I said –
“purple.” Perhaps it was because I became an adolescent in the late ‘60’s. My college fraternity 
colors gave me license to even wear purple. To this day I have three very comfy faded purple 
t-shirts!

I discovered mauve-colored roses in the late ‘70’s in a rose garden on the campus of Lebanon 
Valley College (perhaps ‘Kölner Karneval’, aka ‘Blue Girl’). However, lavender and purple roses 
have been in commerce for centuries. The twentieth century saw a blossoming palette of 
reblooming hybrids appearing in the marketplace - McGredy’s ‘Grey Pearl’, Boerner’s ‘Lavender 
Pinocchio’, Gladys Fisher’s ‘Sterling Silver’, Legrice’s ‘Lilac Charm’, Kordes’ ‘Kölner Karneval’, 
Moore’s ‘Sweet Chariot’, Swim’s ‘Angel Face’, and Weeks’ ‘Paradise’ come to mind. Tom 
Carruth next took up the cause with ‘Ebb Tide’, ‘Midnight Blue’, and ‘Night Owl’ to name just a 
few. Frank Cowlishaw took the world by storm with ‘Rhapsody In Blue’ and then Peter James 
came along with ‘Blue For You’.

What follows is a family tree sort of catalog – and yes the Mason-Dixon line of demarcation 
regarding what is or isn’t semi-double may have been crossed once or twice (or shied away 
from). I’ve grown the majority of these roses; most did not survive my garden’s transformation 
to a no-spray garden (darn blackspot). Some seedlings are featured just to illustrate that 
mauve in all its iterations is something more than a color - it’s a passion!

https://app.etapestry.com/hosted/AmericanRoseSociety/OnlineMembership.html


'Arctic Blue'

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

A Sweet Odour
Robert B. Martin Jr., President
The rose looks fair, but fairer we it deem,
For that sweet odour which doth in it live . . .

~ William Shakespeare (Sonnet 54)

The February mail brings the David Austin Handbook of Roses 
2019, a 180-page visual feast showcasing old and new, including 
many of the 56 David Austin roses we grow in our garden. In 
reading I am reminded of the fiction found in the modern literature 
on roses to the effect that breeders of modern roses have bred the 
fragrance out of roses.

David Austin, whose passing in December we lament, demonstrated

https://www.rose.org/single-post/2018/06/05/Singularly-Beautiful-Roses-Spring-2018


David Austin, whose passing in December we lament, demonstrated
that this is not true. But you might protest that his roses are
intended to combine the fragrance of old roses with modern roses, and “everyone” knows that
old roses are more fragrant than modern roses. Well, that isn’t true either.

The problem is that fragrance is a recessive trait and a rose must inherit the genes for
fragrance from both of its parents. And, even in the case where both parents are fragrant,
there is no guarantee that an offspring will be likewise as fragrant. As a result, only a small
percentage of rose seedlings are fragrant.

The reason it appears that old roses are more fragrant than modern roses is because fragrance
is a prized factor that helps to assure a rose remains in commerce. Only a small percentage of
roses introduced in the 19  century are still in commerce and a high percentage of those thatth

survived are fragrant. Why? Because they are.

David Austin understood this. It was therefore no surprise when I compiled a list of modern
shrub fragrance winners in U.S. rose shows over the last ten years, that 19 of the top 20 are
David Austin roses. How did he do this? The answer is because the David Austin breeding
program makes about 50,000 cross-pollinations each season, growing about 150,000
seedlings per year from the resulting seeds. Of that latter number, perhaps a dozen or more
are introduced, most of which are fragrant. Why? Because they smelled them.

The David Austin roses are not unique in this respect; breeders of modern roses today are far
more likely to select a rose for introduction because of its fragrance. In fact, if the description
of roses in most rose catalogues are to be believed, fragrance is in abundance among modern
roses. Tom Carruth, now Curator of the Rose Collections at The Huntington in San Marino
often refers to this as “catalogue fragrance”, i.e. fragrance found more in the mind of the
catalogue writer than in the nose.

So how do you find roses that actually do have the “sweet odour” of which Shakespeare spoke?
Stop and smell the roses. Ask a Consulting Rosarian. Join a local rose society and the American
Rose Society. We like to smell roses too and can help you find a rose you deem fair.



The late David Austin smells a rose

The Value of Alfalfa
Gary Rankin

My first memory of the word “alfalfa” will probably date me, since the first alfalfa that I 
remember was “Alfalfa” from the “Spanky and Our Gang” comedies. Alfalfa was a tall and lanky 
youngster with a freckled face and a wisp of hair that stood straight up at the back of his head. 
He was not too bright and his pants were too short, but his heart was usually in the right place. 
When we started growing roses in the 1990s, I learned about the other alfalfa – the food for 
rabbits and roses.

https://www.rose.org/donate


CLICK HERE TO READ MORE

CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT ARS ENDORSED PRODUCTS

https://www.rose.org/single-post/2018/04/27/The-Value-of-Alfalfa
https://www.rose.org/endorsed-products
https://www.rose.org/endorsed-products


Past President of the ARS, Marilyn Wellan, who is currently the Great Garden Restoration master 
plan coordinator along with Jon Corkern, Executive Director of the American Rose Society, joins 
us to talk about all the exciting things happening at the American Rose Center in Shreveport as 
they work to make America's Rose Garden one of the most beautiful gardens in the world.

LISTEN NOW

ARS Membership
So much more than just just a magazine subscription!

For me, growing roses has become a
passion. My membership in the
American Rose Society has helped me
create the rose garden of my dreams
in my own back yard.

I also enjoy the camaraderie and
support of a network of rose growers
who are eager to share, learn and

grow together.

Learn more about membership in the ARS CLICK HERE.

Chris VanCleave, aka the “RedneckRosarian”
Editor, Chris@RedneckRosarian.com

https://rosechat.podbean.com/e/great-garden-restoration-american-rose-center/
https://www.rose.org/join-renew
mailto:chris@redneckrosarian.com


Editor, Chris@RedneckRosarian.com
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